Digital imaging for dental caries.
Laboratory studies show that digital intraoral radiography systems are as accurate as dental film for the detection of caries when a good-quality image is obtained, although more re-takes might be necessary because of positioning errors with the digital systems, particularly the charge-coupled device sensors. The phosphor plate is more comfortable for the patient than nondigital systems, and the dose can be further reduced with the storage phosphors. Cross-contamination does not pose a problem with digital systems if simple hygiene procedures are observed.